"Negro Domination"-Shutdown the Government
by Asa Gordon*

We look to the past, to illuminate the present, for insight into the future.

The Propaganda of History:

"How the facts of American history have in the last half century been falsified
because the nation was ashamed. The South was ashamed because it fought
to perpetuate human slavery. The North was ashamed because it had to call in
the black men to save the Union, abolish slavery and establish democracy.”

-W.E.B. Du Bois, Black Reconstruction in America, (1935)

The United States of America legacy fear of political "Negro Domination" is the antebellum
systemic racism that permeates the nation's electoral politics.

#NegroDomination was a primal cause of America's civil war to shut down a union evolving on
the nation's founding DECLARATION. Yes Slavery was the cause, yes the election of Lincoln
was "the canary in the coal mine", a warning to the enslaver that the demise of Negro Slavery
was inevitable, but it was the ultimate fear of political "Negro Domination" that moved the
Southern main stream media to call for a shutdown in the Union.

America's political primal fear of "Negro Domination " was introduced in reporting by the
mainstream Southern press on the election of Abraham Lincoln at the dawn of the civil war.

RICHMOND ENQUIRER
NoOVEMBER 2, 1860
OHIO CARRIED BY NEGRO VOTES

The Philadelphia "Pennsylvanian" says that "The re-turns of the Ohio election
disclose the fact, that the Republican majority was only 8,794. Fourteen thousand
negroes were allowed to vote, under the decision of Judge Brinkerhoff. Leaving out
the negro vote, the Democrats had a majority of nearly 6,000. Thus the startling, the
humiliating fact appears, that Ohio, a sovereign State of this Union, is under negro
rule. To such a disgrace would the Black Republican party re-duce the whole
country. This thing is too shameful, too sickening, too revolting to contemplate.

Thus the fear of "Negro Domination" moves the Richmond Enquirer to label a party "Black"

that gains a majority based on "negro votes" at the expense of the majority choice of the white
electorate and agitates for a shutdown in the union.
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RICHMOND ENQUIRER
NOVEMBER 9, 1860
THE ELECTION

The Presidential Election throughout the Union is over, and the people have learned
by means of the Telegraph, that the Black Republican ticket, headed by Abraham
Lincoln of Illinois and Hannibal Hamlin of Maine, has triumphed.

From the beginning to the end this has been a sectional contest. The entire North,
excepting, perhaps, the States of New Jersey and Delaware, has gone for the Black
Republican candidates, while the entire South has cast its strength against that
ticket.

We shall not now enter upon any argument to show what should or what will be the
measures the people of the South will adopt to preserve their rights in the Union, or
to secure Southern independence out of the Union.

The fear of "Negro Domination" leads to a fratricidal civil war to shutdown the union "to secure
Southern independence out of the Union."

The definitive definition of our nation's legacy fear of "Negro Domination" is articulated in this
extended extract from THE FACTS OF RECONSTRUCTION.

THE FACTS OF RECONSTRUCTION
John R. Lynch
Copyright, 1913, by The Neale Publishing Company

John Roy Lynch (September 10, 1847 - November 2, 1939) was the first
African-American Speaker of the House in Mississippi. He was also one of the
first African-Americans elected to the U.S House of Representatives during
Reconstruction, the period in United States history after the Civil War.

CHAPTER IX
WHAT CONSTITUTES "NEGRO DOMINATION"

It is claimed that in States, districts, and counties, in which the colored people are in the majority,
the suppression of the colored vote is necessary to prevent "Negro Domination,"-to prevent the
ascendency of the blacks over the whites in the administration of the State and local governments.

And this brings us to a consideration of the question, What is meant by "Negro Domination?" The
answer that the average reader would give to that question would be that it means the actual,
physical domination of the blacks over the whites. But, according to a high Democratic authority,
that would be an incorrect answer. The definition given by that authority | have every reason to
believe is the correct one, the generally accepted one. The authority referred to is the late
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of Mississippi, H.H. Chalmers, who, in an
article in the North American Review about March, 1881, explained and defined what is meant or
understood by the term "Negro Domination."
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According to Judge Chalmers' definition, in order to constitute "Negro
Domination" it does not necessarily follow that negroes must be elected to
office, but that in all elections in which white men may be divided, if the negro
vote should be sufficiently decisive to be potential in determining the result,
the white man or men that would be elected through the aid of negro votes
would represent "Negro Domination." In other words, we would have "Negro
Domination" whenever the will of a majority of the whites would be defeated
through the votes of colored men.

If this is the correct definition of that term,-and it is, no doubt, the generally accepted one,-then
the friends and advocates of manhood suffrage will not deny that we have had in the past "Negro
Domination," nationally as well as locally, and that we may have it in the future.

If that is the correct definition then we are liable to have "Negro Domination" not only in States,
districts, and counties where the blacks are in the majority, but in States, districts and counties
where they are few in numbers. If that is the correct definition of "Negro Domination,"...then the
suppression of that vote is not only necessary in States, districts, and counties in which the blacks
are in the majority, but in every State, district, and county in the Union.

In this connection it cannot and will not be denied that the colored vote has been decisive and
potential in very many important National as well as local and State elections. For instance, in the
Presidential election of 1868, General Grant, the Republican candidate, lost the important and
pivotal State of New York, a loss which would have resulted in his defeat if the Southern States
that took part in that election had all voted against him. That they did not do so was due to the
votes of the colored men in those States. Therefore Grant's first administration represented
“Negro Domination.”

The first Eost civil war presidential election unleashed the nation's enduring
political characteristics to shutdown democracy in fear of the manifestation of
"Negro Domination". The 1868 presidential campaign of the Democratic Party
nominee Horatio Seymour promised to end Reconstruction on a Platform that
declared  "We regard the Reconstruction Acts (so called) of Congress as
usurpations, and unconstitutional, revolutionary, and void" and openly appealed
to racial fears and prejudice adopting the campaign slogan "This Is a White
Man's Government" . The Republican party ran on a platform for "A New Birth of
Freedom" to reconstitute the Constitution witﬁ the nation's founding
DECLARATION. Ulysses S. Grant ran under the campaign slogan "Let Us Have
Peace" and promised to protect the Freemen.

In order to reconstruct the South and reconstitute the Constitution, the
South's freedmen were enfranchised under the first Reconstruction Act of March 2, 1867
entitled "An act to provide for the more efficient government of the rebel States and to
facilitate restoration," over the presidential veto of Andrew Johnson. Freedmen's Bureau
agents registered freemen throughout the South to vote for the first time three years before the
ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment. Whereas under the Reconstruction Act some white
southerners were disenfranchised for disloyalty, black southerners were permitted to vote in
elections for the various state constitutional conventions.
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“[Tlhe people of the South have rejected the constitutional amendment, and therefore we will march upon them and
force them to adopt it at the point of the bayonet, and establish military power over them until they do adopt it.”
_ Sen. James Rood Doolittle, Wisconsin, February 20, 1867.
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MILITARY RECONSTRUCTION ACTS
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“7Johnson's "unreconstructed states" are divided
into 5 military districts

. :Southern states had to ratify the 14th Amendment
protecting black citizenship.
Ex-Confederate states are required to write new

I constitutions that provides for black suffrage.

\ . Supplemental acts grant US troops the power to
enforce Reconstruction, to register voters and
disqualify "disloyal persons” from registering.

| Harper's Weekly April 13, 1867, page 240|
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his, then, is your proposition. You go to the people of these ten States with | |«
the bayonet in one hand and your proposed constitutional amendment in the | :lf -
other, and ask them to make their choice—the amendment with negro ' |
suffrage or the bayonet and the sword and military government. That is, you
propose to coerce by military power the people of these States into a
ratification of your constitutional amendment and negro suffrage.
_Rep. William Edward Finck, Ohio, February 18, 1867
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In Harpers Weekly, September 5, 1868, Thomas Nast

ISy 5, 1868,

political cartoon "This Is A White Man's Government"
introduces the timeless political triad coalition of Northern
capitalists, neo-confederate white supremacists and poor
working class whites all joined by the fear of "Negro
Domination".

Thomas Nast's political cartoon ridicules the Democratic
party as a coalition of poor working class whites {Irish
immigrants (left)} white supremacists {Nathan Bedfoid
Forrest leader of the Ku Klux Klan (center)}, and Northern
capitalists represented by August Belmont, a financier who
served as the national chair of the Democratic Party (right).
Nast's cartoon depicts this supremacist triad coalition as the
oppressors of a "new birth of freedom" grounded in the
nation's founding DECLARATION, represented by a black
Union soldier felled while carrying the American flag and a
ballot box. Some political coalitions don't ever change, they

just change political parties.

Before the 14th and 15th Reconstruction Amendments could be realized, the vote of exslaves
was necessary to restore the union and perfect the constitution to the founding principle of the
DECLARATION. By the end of 1867, 735,000 blacks, in contrast to 660,000 whites, were
registered to vote in the former Confederate states.
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Harper's Weekly September 28th, 1 867
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REGISTRATION AT THE SOUTH—SCENE AT ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA.—[Skercmep vy A. W. Tromrsox,]

REGISTRATION SCENES.

‘We give on this page one of the scenes lately
made familiar in the South—a registration, not
an election, scene. The late slaves of the South
have exhibited unusual 1 in the work of
registration, their first necessary step toward se-
caring the ?rivilege of suffrage which they esti-
mate so highly  Our sketch was made from an
actual scene in the little mountain town of Ashe-
ville, North Carolina, but it will as well apply to
all parts of the South.

The work of registration has been going on
for several months past, and has been completed
in several of the States; and the result shows
that in Louisiana, Alabama, Georgia, and Texas
the colored voters are in the majority, and, being
united in opinion and policy, can easily control
the elections in those States, ' The white major-
ity in Virgmnia is not great; in North Carolina
it promises to be less; and South Carolina, Flor
ida, Ark , and Mississippi will probably be
controlled by the colored vote; so that in all
probability the colored voters, even without the

assistance of the loyal whites, will carry in the
approaching State, as well as in future national
contests, eight out of the ten unconstructed
States.

—————————

Grant lost the national white vote, Grant won the national election with support from a half
million black votes. Without "Negro Domination" in the presidential election of 1868 there
would be no 14th and 15th amendment to the white democracy only "Originalist" Constitution.

We recognize the great principles laid down in the immortal Declaration of Independence as the true foundation of Democratic
Government: and we hail with gladness every effort toward making these principles a living reality on every inch of American soil.

_ Republican Party Platform of 1868_May 20th, 1868
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Ulysses S. Grant
® Former Union Commanding General

® Running mate: Schuyler Colfax, former Speaker of the House.
™ Campaign Slogan: “Let Us Have Peace”
® Complete Reconstruction based on guarantee of equal suffrage.
® Federal Protection of civil and political rights for Freemen.

Horatio Seymour
® Former Governor of New York

o General Amnesty
® Restore "traditional” leaders to south.

® Campaign slogan: This Is a White Man's Government” This is a While
W Reverse and bring an end to Reconstruction. jMan’s Oountry;

Let White Men

%ymour's campaign openly appealed to racial fears and prejudice, winning a majority of the white vote. Grant won
e election with an electoral majority of 300,000 with a winning margin provided by 907 of 500,000 black votes.
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The presidential election of Ulysses S. Grant in 1868 represented the zenith of "Negro
Domination" in electoral politics, and the evolution of multiracial democracy in the United
States of America, as testified to by President Grant.

The question of suffrage is one which is likely to agitate the public so long as a portion of the citizens of the nation are excluded from its
privileges in any State. It seems to me very desirable that this question should be settled now, and | entertain the hope and express the

desire that it may be by the ratification of the fifteenth article of amendment to the Constitution. _ Grant's Inauguration Address

€ et
FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT

L )

Ulysses S. Grant

Special Message

March 30, 1870
To the Senate and House of Representatives:

It is unusual to notify the two Houses of Congress by message of the promulgation, by proclamation of
the Secretary of State, of the ratification of a constitutional amendment. In view, however, of the vast
importance of the fifteenth amendment to the Constitution, this day declared a part of that revered
instrument, I deem a departure from the usual custom justifiable. A measure which makes at once
4,000,000 people voters who were heretofore declared by the highest tribunal in the land not citizens of
the United States, nor eligible to become so (with the assertion that "at the time of the Declaration of
Independence the opinion was fixed and universal in the civilized portion of the white race, regarded as
an axiom in morals as well as in politics, that black men had no rights which the white man was bound to
respect"), is indeed a measure of grander importance than any other one act of the kind from the
foundation of our free Government to the present day.

I repeat that the adoption of the fifteenth amendment to the Constitution completes the greatest civil
change and constitutes the most important event that has occurred since the nation came into life...
U. S. GRANT.

Within the same decade in which the 15th amendment was adopted, neo-confederate white
terrorists initiated a campaign of racial violence to "redeem" white supremacy from "Negro
Domination" culminating in the Easter Sunday 1873 Colfax Massacre, the mass murder of over
sixty black men. The conviction of eight of the Colfax Massacre conspirators was unanimously
overturned in U.S. v. Cruikshank. The ruling emasculated the Ku Klux Klan Enforcement Acts
of 1870 and 1871 to protect voters from intimidation and in effect shutdown the 15th
Amendment. In 1876 the Supreme Court ruled in U.S. v Resse and U.S. v Cruikshank that the
law did not grant the right to vote or impose an affirmative duty on state governments to protect
voters at the polls. The Supreme Court "white redemption" era rulings in Reese and
Cruikshank provided the legal precedent to shutdown "Negro Domination" in the Jim Crow era
and the post civil rights era pursuant to Bush v. Gore and Shelby County v. Holder.
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William Frank Buckley Jr. , founder of National Review, an intellectual icon of the
conservative movement articulated the unvarnished motivation to suppress Black aka "Negro
Domination" in the Jim Crow era and now the post civil rights era pursuant to contemporary
state legislated Voter ID laws.

“Why the South Must Prevail”
N ational Review editorial
Aug. 24,1957 _William F. Buckley

“The central question that emerges . . . is whether the White
community in the South is entitledto take such meagures ag are
necessar¥ to prevail, poliﬁcallgand culturally, in areas in which
it does not prevail numerically? The sobering answer is Yes-the
White community is so entitled because, for the time being, it is
the advanced race. It is not easy, and it is unpleagant, to adduce
statistics evidencing the cultural superiority of White over
Negro: but it is a fact that obtrudes, one that cannot be hidden
b%ver-so-busy egalitariang and anthropologists.

ational Review believes that the South's premises are
correct. . .. ltig more imEJorfanf for the community, anywhere in
the world, to affirm and live by civilized standardsg, than to bow
to the demands of the numerical majority.”

Alarmed by the success of the 1965 voting rights act underpinning the election of the first
Black president by Black aka "Negro Domination", the supremacist triad coalition executed
political blackmail to intimidate the national electorate. The Republican party establishment
holds the functioning of the Government of the United States of America hostage, unless the
national electorate pays the political ransom demand of the GOP, i.e. the national electorate
must reflect the majority will of the white electorate or GOP politicians will secede from
supporting American Democracy, as their antecedents succeeded from the union to preserve
white supremacy politically and economically.

*Asa Gordon, Keynote speaker and Presenter at the National Civil Rights Conference in Meridian and Philadelphia, Mississippi June 19-22, 2016 is
a recipient of the Civil Rights and Social Justice Award in recognition of his advocacy of the voting rights legacy of the United States Colored Troops
pursuant to the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution.

Gordon serves as the Secretary-General of the Sons & Daughters of the United States Colored Troops (S&DUSCT). The S&DUSCT is chartered by
the African American Civil War Memorial Freedom Foundation. His social activism spans from civil actions on democratizing the Electoral College,
constitutional penalty for voter disfranchisement, 14th Amendment right to vote provision, to neo-confederate culture in American politics. Further,
as a retired NASA astrodynamicist, Gordon is published in international scientific journals. His research has been employed by private industry,
both domestically and abroad for tracking satellites in space. He served two terms as President of the Goddard Engineers, Scientists and
Technicians Association (GESTA). His work in science is also referenced in Ivan Van Sertima’s “Blacks in Science - Ancient and Modern.”
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