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"The true way and the easiest way is to make our government entirely consistent with itself, and give to every loyal citizen 
the elective franchise, ... one condition to the exercise of the elective franchise, for men of all races and colors alike."  

FEBRUARY 14th, 2018 
Civil Rights Act of 1866 
Reaffirmation of the DECLARATION 

"If it be granted that Congress can repeal all State laws discriminating between whites and blacks in the subjects covered by this 
bill, why, it may be asked, may not Congress repeal in the same way all State laws discriminating between the two races on the 
subjects of suffrage and office? ... [T]hen Congress can by law also declare who, without regard to color or race, shall have the 
right ...to vote in every State and Territory of the United States.” _President Johnson’s Veto of the 1866 Civil Rights Act 

MARCH 2018 
Freemen Voting Rights - Consecrating the DECLARATION 
The Military Reconstruction Acts of March 1867 

The Reconstruction Acts, or Military Reconstruction Acts, (March 2, 1867, 14 Stat. 428-430, c.153; March 23, 1867, 15 Stat. 2-5, c.6; 
July 19, 1867, 15 Stat. 14-16, c.30; and March 11, 1868, 15 Stat. 41, c.25) were four statutes passed during the Reconstruction Era 
by the 40th United States Congress. The actual title of the initial legislation was "An act to provide for the more efficient government 
of the Rebel States" and it was passed on March 2, 1867. Fulfillment of the requirements of the Acts was necessary for the former 
Confederate States to be re-admitted to the Union. 

APRIL 2018 
Freemen's Vote Establish Democracy 
Ulysses S. Grant Presidential Election of 1868 

"Let Us Have Peace", the last line of Grants letter accepting the nomination, became the Republicans campaign slogan. The 
Democrats nominee, Horatio Seymour, ran on a platform opposing Reconstruction. "This Is a White Man's Government" became 
the slogan of a Democratic campaign that openly appealed to racial fears and prejudice.  

MAY 2018 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN Martyr to Black Voting Rights 
"To keep the jewel of liberty within the family of freedom" 

In his last public speech, Lincoln publicly endorsed black voting rights for the first time. Lincoln called   for the "Legislature   to 
confer the elective franchise upon the colored man" to effect "[T]he reinauguration of the national authority-reconstruction"  

JUNE 2018 
THE FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT-Sesquicentennial commemorative lecture  
"[W]hen the right to vote ... is denied ... or in any way abridged" 

     “I can hardly believe that any person can be found who will not admit every one of these provisions (of the 14th Amendment) is 
just. They are all asserted, in some form or other, on our DECLARATION or organic law. … The second section I consider the most 
important in the article. _Thaddeus Stevens, leader of the Republicans in the House of Representatives. 

"... they have demonstrated in blood their RIGHT TO THE BALLOT, which is but the humane protection of the flag they 
have so fearlessly defended." 


